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FIELD WORK: Kawinwit Kittipalawattanapol ploughs through thick bush in
search of black rats, main picture, and releases a swamp rat, inset.
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The Wonder Weekly, well maybe just  invaded native forests in Tasmania monitoring program, and deployed 384 WONDER WEEKLY —
a little bit. and compete with native species, cameras around the state last Publhed by the Peter Underwood Centre [ isai o o, une 20,2022
B You may remember that in our June particularly the swamp rat. summer.
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This is important for a number of animal in a forest? CONTINUED PAGE 2
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PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE: A black rat is captured on camera perched on a rock in the Tasmanian bush.

Rats captured

FROM PAGE 1

At the same time, Ink is doing
an experiment on Bruny
Island.

This involves removing black
rats from an area and seeing
what impact this has on
native swamp rats, which
appear to be in decline.

A similar study in New South
Wales found that bush rats
could compete quite well with
black rats, after researchers
controlled the number of
black rats for a while.

The aim of the research is to
provide new advice to
environmental managers in
Tasmania on how to deal with
black rats.

“Hopefully we will have more
understanding of the impacts
of black rats in Tasmania and
what they are doing to our
native communities,
especially small mammals,”
Ink said.

But let’s get back to your
challenge, because Ink is
keen to help you with your

on Camera

rodent detective work by
providing an identification
guide.

We have included it on page
3 of today’s edition of The
Wonder Weekly.

The guide includes not just
native and introduced
rodents, but also some
precious, little native
marsupials - antechinus and
the white-footed dunnart.

It might surprise you to know
that both are part of the family
of carnivorous marsupials
known as Dasyuridae, which
includes Tasmanian devils
and quolls.

The white-footed dunnart can
also be found on mainland
Australia, but it is listed as a
“vulnerable” species.

Highly nocturnal, you don’t
often see white-footed
dunnarts, which makes them
hard to study.

Their unusual ears, furry

brown tail, and long, narrow
face distinguishes them from
a house mouse.

South American Animals

Bounce
INto some
ball skills

HAVE you ever played basketball?

Most people playing basketball for
fun tend to take a lot of shots, but
of course to be able to move with
the ball you need to be able to
dribble.

If you have a basketball at home,
or even a soccer ball or netball,
along with a flat surface
somewhere outside, you can learn
and improve your dribbling.

The keys to bouncing the ball well
are:

e  Using your fingers (not the
palm of your hand).

e  Bending your knees and
staying low.

e  Keeping your head up so
you can see where you are
going.

Try using both hands to dribble,
practise crossovers from your left
hand to your right hand, and
dribbling with one hand from left to
right in front of you and at the side
of your body.

You might like to try some tricky
moves like dribbling between your
legs or behind your back.

Children’s University members can
earn hours in their passports for
this challenge at the discretion of
school/ hub coordinators.

Solve the clues, then
unscramble the letters in
the highlighted squares
to discover what kind of
animal is pictured in the
crossword.

ACROSS:

1. The largest cat in South
America

4. The _____ eagle is the
most powerful eagle in the
world

6. The vampire _ _ _ drinks
blood

8. Large South American
relative of the emu

9. _____ monkeys have
an incredibly loud call
DOWN:

2. The heaviest snake in the
world

3.Giant _ _ _ _ _____
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use their huge front claws to
open ant and termite nests
6. A fish with razor sharp
teeth

7.The _ ____ poison frog
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Key to common ground-dwelling
small mammals of Tasmania

(1) The head-body (HB) length is roughly
a) MOUSE size (HB <15 cm) = (2)
b) RAT size (HB = 15-25cm) = (4)
(2) MOUSE size: The tail is
a) longer than its HB length with white
tip = long-tailed mouse

b) the same length as its HB length
= house mouse

¢) shorter than its HB length = (3)

(3) Has highly pointed face with:
a) plumped body and no visibly pale belly
= antechinus
b) slender physique and grey-white belly
- white-footed dunnart
(4) RAT size: The length of the tail is
a) longer than HB = black rat
b) the same size as HB = brown rat
¢) shorter than HB = (5)

(5) a) Caught in forested area
with dark-brown scats
= swamp rat

b) Caught in wet
heathland, scrubland, or
mooriand with green
(when fresh) or white
(when dried) scats
- broad-toothed rat

Native rodents and the Like
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Swamp rat (Rattus Iutreolus)
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Long-tailed mouse ©
(Pseudomys higginsi)
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Black rat (Rattus rattus)
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“2}l Broad-toothed rat (Mastacomys fuscus) §

White-footed dunnart § :

(Sminthopsis leucopus) A




